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Our June 9th Meeting
Wendelin Van Draanen
! ! Growing up, Van Draanen was a tomboy 
who loved to be outside chasing down adventure. She 
did not decide that she wanted to be an author until 
she was an adult and used writing as a cathartic means 
of dealing with a family tragedy. She soon stumbled 
upon the joys of writing for children.
! Feedback from her readers is Van Draanen's 
greatest reward for writing. "It means the world to me 
when people tell me how much my books have helped 
them through a hard time or have positively impacted 
their lives," she said. Van Draanen hopes to leave her 
readers with a sense that they have the ability to steer 
their own destiny--that individuality is a strength, and 
that where there's a will, there's most certainly a way.
! Van Draanen’s titles have been nominated for 
State Award Master Lists all over the country. The 
Sammy Keyes Mysteries have been nominated for the 
Edgar Allan Poe Award for Best Juvenile Mystery five 
times. Additionally, she has won the Christopher 
medal, the California Young Reader Medal, and ALA’s 
Schneider Family award. 
! Connect with Wendelin on her 
blog: etrtr.blogspot.com, Twitter: @WendelinVanD, or 
on facebook 
page: facebook.com/
sammykeyesbooks.      
! Wendelin is sure to 
be a fantastic speaker for 
everyone in NightWriters 
who wants to know how 
it’s done. Don’t miss 
Tuesday’s meeting at 6:30! 
Cone early for the Round 
Tables if you can...

http://etrtr.blogspot.com/
http://etrtr.blogspot.com/
https://twitter.com/WendelinVanD
https://twitter.com/WendelinVanD
https://www.facebook.com/sammykeyesbooks
https://www.facebook.com/sammykeyesbooks
https://www.facebook.com/sammykeyesbooks
https://www.facebook.com/sammykeyesbooks
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
To Be... Or Not

Writing is a pleasurable flow of ideas to a page or computer 
screen. Or perhaps it is somewhat like pulling teeth. Either way, there 
is an incredible sense of relief to see your ideas and characters right 
there, out of your head and ready for that next dreaded step: editing. 
You are gentle and loving. You massage each word and sentence, 
watching the plot-lines arch across and into one another, co-joined in 
the final stretch toward the resolution. Done at last.

Now for the most harrowing part of the whole adventure; your darling is ready to 
be sent out to one or more editors. Oh, the horror of it all. You have no idea how they may 
cut, hack, delete or just simply throw up their arms and reject it. Reject you! What an 
ignominious fate for the next Fitzgerald to suffer. When the mutilated corpse of your dear 
brainchild returns to you, it is with a note: we really like your story and look forward to 
you re-submitting it, although we have made some suggestions.

Stop right there. Go make a cup of tea or coffee. Relax. Look over the work again, 
trying to see it as a different set of eyes did. The editors are your partners at this point. 
They want to see your story polished into that fine dressed up version, ready and looking 
its best for the public. It may be perfectly clear to you, but if it stops the reader, they may 
not go on. The editor is there to warn you about potholes in the plot, or characters acting 
or speaking outside of their norm for no understandable reason. They are your last line of 
defense before the world sees you.

NightWriters has a team of readers/editors willing and able to take on this 
thankless job. They comb through the stories we submit for publication in the Tolosa 
Press papers. We all have an equal opportunity of presenting our work to a possible 
readership of thirty thousand people. Don’t we all want our stories to be the best they can 
be? Of course we do. Editing is that final help along the pathway and an integral part of 
the process. 

The folks at Tolosa are busy. They do not have the time and energy available to 
nursemaid writers through that final stretch, even if they see the gem underneath the 
wrappings. They know they can trust NightWriters to present them with publish-ready 
stories. They can read these polished pieces and decide whether or not to publish them 
solely on the merits of the story itself. This is the same process you and I would need to 
go through with Random House or another major publisher. No editor is going to ask you 
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to do a complete re-write or re-invent your story line for you. They would reject it, or 
accept it with suggested revisions.

It has been said more than once that the best money a writer will ever spend is that 
spent on a first class editor. Harper Lee spent a lot of time with her editor. For all that we 
love Hemingway, he still had to work closely with his editor. Big time published writers 
may be able to get a bit sloppy when their publishers are sure the books will jump right 
onto the New York Times Best-Seller list, because the next book is already being written. 
The rest of us need as much help as we can get, in order to be sure we include all the dots 
and cross all those t’s.

I would love to see every NightWriter submit at least one story for Tolosa Press. The 
public is ready to hear all your ideas. Do it now. We’ll help with the editing and we will all 
be happy. You could join us in the next SLO NightWriters in Tolosa Press Anthology.
 ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Excelsior,
! Dennis

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

Have YOU NW-Blogged Today?
! Be sure to check out our Blog for information, insights, encouragement, connections, 
etc.  You’ll find writing prompts, ideas, encouragements and lots more. Feel free to leave a 
comment on any of our posts. And join us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn, too!

Join us on our Blog: www.slonightwriters.com
You can also access the blog from our website: www.slonightwriters.org. And make sure your 
bio and book listing is up-to-date on our website. As we continue to grow and gain an 
international reputation, your social media presence grows right along with us. 

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Join Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold at the Critique Table as they give feedback on 

pieces brought to the table. Please keep your submission to two pages, typed, 12-point 
font, double spaced. This is a great—and safe—way to see what the critiquing process is 
all about, get valuable feedback from two fantastic writers, and practice reading your 
work to a small audience. Round Tables start at 5:15 pm.

Susan Tuttle will also present a Round Table on Dialogue. It’s more than just two or 
more people talking to each other. In writing, dialogue must alway fulfill at least one  of 
six vital functions. Do you know what they all are? Does your dialogue stream from the 
mouths of your characters, fulfill at least one of the six functions and sound normal and 
natural while advancing the story? Come to the Techniques Round Table on Tuesday and 
learn how its done!

See you at the Round Tables on Tuesday, June 9th at 5:15 pm.

NW Member Authors, Come 
Sell Your Books!

	


	
 Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
! Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 
own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current in order to 
participate.
! We hope that you will welcome this opportunity. For more information about our 
meeting, please visit our web-site.

! We look forward to seeing you!

! Sincerely,

! Andrea Chmelik
! SLONW Vice President
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
Beryl Reichenberg will be at the Curious Cup Bookstore in Carpinteria  on Saturday, June 6  
at 1:00 pm to help celebrate JUNE GLOOM by teaching a butterfly book making class for 
kids. After the class, she will be at a bookmark making station helping families make their 
own bookmark. And of course, her books will be signed and for sale. 

On June 19, Beryl will be at the Studios on the Park in Paso Robles from 3:30 to 4:30 teaching 
her monthly paper craft/bookmaking class to children. This month's book is called June 
Blooms, featuring colorful paper and pens. 

On June 27, Beryl will be teaching another paper craft/bookmaking class at the Discovery 
Museum in Santa Maria from 3 to 4 PM for kids and their families. This month's book is an 
altered book, where the "artist" takes an existing book and by folding and embellishment, 
makes their own unique creation. The participants will be given one of Beryl's animal in the 
wild books to alter. Other of her books will be for sale.

Hanje S. Richards has an essay entitled “AA Atheist” in a recently published anthology,  Do 
Tell! Stories by Atheists and Agnostics in AA. The book was edited by Roger C. and the book 
was published by AA Agnostica. Hanje's essay is one of 20 pieces in the anthology.

Tulip Tree LLC of Fort Collins, CO, has purchased first rights to publish Terry Sanville’s 
dystopian short story, “The Garage.” His story will appear in an anthology titled, “My 
Favorite Apocalypse,” due to be released this July.

“Traffic Dancer,” a longish short story by Terry Sanville, will appear in the July 2015 edition 
of Red Earth Review, a print journal published by Oklahoma City University.

Rumor has it that Rebecca Waddell has landed an agent, though no details have come across 
the Kudos desk as yet. Stay tuned for more information as it comes in! Way to go, Becca!

Baxter Clare Trautman announces the release of her 6th L. A. Franco 
mystery, Hold of the Bone. A skeleton leads Detective Franco into the 
rugged Big Sur Wilderness and the highest-stakes—and possibly the 
last—case of her career. The Literary Journal has praised the L.A. Franco 
series: “An exceptional heroine... strongly urged for all collections.”
! Hold of the Bone is available now in paperback on Amazon.com 
and from your local bookstore. Congratulations, Baxter!
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Tolosa Press publishes three community newspapers in San Luis Obispo county: The SLO 
City News, The Coast News and The Bay News. Tolosa Press prints 30,000 copies that are 
distributed in more than 600 racks/locations in the county, as well as online. 

SLO NightWriters is proud to have the members' stories featured in each issue of Tolosa Press, 
including the online edition.

We are looking for SHORT FICTION STORIES, with a struct word limit of 600.
Want to write, but need an inspiration? How about one of these prompts to get you started—

use them as the first sentence of your story, or incorporate them as you write along.
− She had waited twenty years to return it.
− Spare some change, please?
− He had kept his mother alive in his thoughts. Too alive, perhaps.
− He looked at his phone, turned pale, then quickly left the room. She watched him, 

smiling.
− What do you mean, you lost the lottery ticket?

Happy Writing!
Tolosa Press Submissions Guidelines

*To be eligible to submit, your NightWriter dues must be current.
 All submissions must be the original work of the author. You may submit previously published or submitted material if it 
was not published locally.

Accepting:
• Short stories – fiction and creative non-fiction. All themes are accepted, but please keep in mind that 

Tolosa Press is a family-friendly publication. The publisher prefers pieces that grab the 
readers and keep them interested until the end.

Not Accepting:
• Poetry, Essays, Opinion pieces, Excerpts from novels, “How To” articles.

Submission Guidelines:
• Send your submission as an attachment, not in the body of the e-mail. Attach as a 

word document.
• Word limit (strict!) – 500 – 600
• Double space; use readable 12 point font, preferably Times New Roman.
• Insert a header, which should include: title, your name, word count, genre.
• Include a two sentence bio and insert at the bottom of your submission, even if you 

have submitted before.
• Submit to: sharylheber@gmail.com

Sharyl Heber
Tolosa Coordinator

have your story published in local press! 

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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The Golden Quill Awards 
Contest - There’s still Time!

! ! !             The 26th Annual Golden Quill Awards Competition is 
underway!
! ! ! ! This year’s theme: Transformation
! ! ! ! New This Year: Three (3) Categories:
! ! ! ! ! Short Fiction Prose (1,000-1,200 words)
! ! ! ! ! Poetry (up to 40 lines)
! ! ! ! ! Flash Fiction (up to 500 words)

! Fees and Prizes:
! Short Fiction/Prose!! ! Poetry!! ! Flash Fiction
! $20.00 entry fee! !     $20.00 entry fee! ! $15.00 entry fee
! 1st Place:  $1,000! !     1st Place:  $1,000! ! 1st Place:  $500
! 2nd Place: $500! !     2nd Place: $500! ! 2nd Place: $100
! 3rd Place:  $100! !     3rd Place: $100! ! 3rd Place:  $50

! Entries accepted from April 1 - July 15, 2015. All entries blind judged by 
independent judges. None of the judges are members of SLO NightWriters. All judges’ 
decisions are final.
! Our contest is growing, both in size and prestige. In the last few years we have 
entered the international arena, with entries last year from all over the USA, Canada, 
Great Britain and even Nigeria. And with three categories to choose from, there’s a place 
for all writers. Let all your writer friends know; spread the word online. Challenge your 
critique group members to put pen to paper and enter.
! Visit www.thegoldenquillawards.com for full submission details and rules.
! The Golden Quill Awards are sponsored by SLO NightWriters, the Premiere 
Writing Organization on the Central Coast, in conjunction with the Central Coast Writers 
Conference and Cuesta College. Start working on your entry today!

See the Golden Quill Awards Contest on YouTube! Tell all your writer friends! 
http://youtu.be/yHD1D1KPnE 

http://www.thegoldenquillawards.com
http://www.thegoldenquillawards.com


NW  WORDSMITHS     JUNE 2015

 8

Membership Minute

Re-Member to Re-New!

! Do you know when your membership renewal date is?  
!
! I have a vague idea when my membership renewal date is.  I 
know that I joined after attending the Central Coast Writers 
Conference a few years ago.  I know that the Central Coast Writers 

Hanje Richards

Conference is in the fall so I would think that it would be safe to say that my membership 
probably renews in October or November.  !
! I went to my profile on the SLO NightWriters website and found that I became a 
member on October 1, 2012 and my membership renewal is due on October 1, 2015.

! Do you know how to renew your membership?

! Renewing your membership:
! You’ll be sent automatic reminders about your membership renewal.  These will 
have instructions on how to do this.  However if you happen to forget and become 
lapsed, this method will no longer be available to you.  You’ll need to go to the home page 
of the SLO NightWriters website www.slownightwriters.org then you’ll scroll down to 
the area where the red button says: JOIN NOW.  Click on this button to be taken to the 
page where you have the option to renew.
! If you have questions, please contact me: jkon50@gmail.com  805-238-3153

Hanje

! “The manuscript consisted of writing paper, wrapping paper, programs, 
envelopes, paper napkins – in short, whatever would take the imprint of a pencil. 
A good deal of it was written with a child crawling around my neck or being sick 
in my lap, and I dare say this may account for certain aspects of its style.”
! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Agnes DeMille

http://www.slownightwriters.org
http://www.slownightwriters.org
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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Memoir Workshop Begins June 18
! Let literary agent Toni Lopopolo help you craft your personal narrative into a 
marketable book. Among the all-important narrative nonfiction techniques/skills in this 
workshop are:
* How to create a distinctive voice
* Fiction techniques to make memoir intriguing and engrossing
* Elements that give a story universal appeal
* How to narrow the lens to achieve focus
* What to include and what to leave out
* How to edit for interest and drama
! The workshop is limited to six writers who must submit the first five pages of their 
first chapter before acceptance. Four Thursday sessions, $265.00. June 18, 25, July 2, 9. 6:30 
to 9:30 pm, in Camarillo. For more information contact Toni Lopopolo at 
lopopolobooks@aol.com or call 215-353-1151

An Evening with Award-Winning Author Jane Smiley
 ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! A review by: Debby Nicklas
The celebrated author, Jane Smiley, recently spoke about “The Education of a Writer” 

at the Cal Poly Spanos Theatre presented by the Foundation for San Luis Obispo Public 
Libraries. This was part of the organization’s ongoing Book and Author Series. The evening 
event began with a “meet and greet” reception with the author, followed by a compelling 
poetry recitation by local student Graciela Maldonado titled “Pretty Words,” written by 
American poet Elinor Wylie.

Smiley is a bestselling novelist, essayist and biographer with more than 20 fiction and 
non-fiction books, including “A Thousand Acres” for which she won the Pulitzer Prize in 
1992. For 15 years, she was a professor of English at Iowa State University where she taught 
creative writing workshops. Her current project is a trilogy that spans 100 years of which two 
volumes have been completed: Some Luck and Early Warning. Her 2006 book, 13 Ways of 
Looking at the Novel, was written to celebrate the art of writing and ignite a passion for 
reading.

During the hour long presentation, Smiley read excerpts from her books and shared 
her writing philosophy. Most notably, Smiley talked about how her inspiration comes from 
her intense curiosity of the world. Her best advice to the budding writer is to be interested in 
the process and stick with it. Overall, Smiley had a pleasant and entertaining style to her 
presentation with amusing antidotes coupled with serious advice for the aspiring writer.

mailto:lopopolobooks@aol.com
mailto:lopopolobooks@aol.com
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“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

Critique Group Requests
Maryanne Gackle works in fiction, nonfiction and screenwriting and is seeking a critique group or 
peer edit/critique exchange group. She is looking for an intermediate group, or those with some 
writing experience. She has no location preferences and is willing to travel for the right group. Contact 
Maryanne at 805-709-6019, or email her at: muffy18@att.net. 

Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com Continued Next Page

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:muffy18@att.net
mailto:muffy18@att.net
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
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Critique Group Connections, Continued
Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

 “The extent of my audience pleases me. It ranges from Gertrude Stein to 
stevedores.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Mary Roberts Reinhart

mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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Harper Lee Book Club: 
Review of Session #1

!

Eleven Nightwriters met the evening of May 26, 2015 to discuss Harper Lee’s 
masterpiece To Kill a Mockingbird. We met in a gorgeous private home with a stunning 
view of the Cuesta Ridge, and discussed the ways this book has impacted our lives 
while munching on finger food. All agreed that Atticus inspired us to be better people, 
and Harper Lee to be better writers.

We admired Lee’s decision to write the story from a child’s point of view. Scout 
can make objective observations that an adult would avoid or sugarcoat.

We were all struck by the quote “You never really understand a person until you 
consider things from his point of view … until you climb into his skin and walk around 
in it.” When I read this book I thought that what happened to Tom Robinson was 
terrible. But I wonder if a person of color reading the book and thinks what happened to 
Tom Robinson could have happen to them. I want to actively put myself in situations 
that will help me see the world from another perspective.

This quote inspires us to write regardless of the outcome: “Courage is…when you 
know you’re licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no 
matter what. You rarely win, but sometimes you do.” 

Harper Lee Book Club Part Two will meet after July 14, 2015, when her long-
awaited prequel Go Set a Watchman comes out. Time and date are forthcoming. All are 
welcome to attend.  

Jan Alarcon

by: Jan Alarcon
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.
! ! ! ! !

Word of the Month
“Lissom (Lissome)”

Definition: (Adj; Old English lithe [flexible, 
mild] + some [having a particular quality] 
agile, graceful; easily bent, supple

Synonyms: lithe, sylphlike, svelte, slender, 
flexible, nimble, limber, pliable, willowy, 
loose-limbed, loose-jointed

Usage: Despite her advance age, she retained 
the lissom bearing and beauty of an ageless 
fashion model.

Quote 
of the Month

! “If Picasso displaces an eye to 
make a portrait jump into life, that’s 
one thing. If I displace a word to 
restore some of its freshness, that is a 
far, far more difficult thing.”
! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ~Jean Cocteau
!   

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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! More strategies for inserting tension:
! Loss:  Of anything important—Love, friendship, memories, skills, possessions, our 
! minds!  Loss can = pain or fear or danger, and then, what’s to be done about it?

• Dilemma:  Working through excruciating options or seemingly impossible choices;
• Urgency:  A deadline, the ticking clock.
• Irony:  Incongruity between what might be expected and what actually occurs; 
• Hope:  Hope in itself is meek and does not deliver much tension.  Perhaps better to 

craft its fulfillment as if it were suspense (see suspense, part 1).   
• Misunderstandings:  Characters misreading a situation then feeling or taking action 

based on faulty perception.
• Tragic Accidents:  A crash, a surgical blunder, a bungled caper. An inevitable chain of 

events to come based on misjudgment. Accidents are set ups for conflict, internal 
fortitude, and need for restoration.

• Deep Emotion:  Rage, grief, loneliness, devotion, passion... Show-don’t-tell is helpful 
here.  

• Substance:  There must be enough substance in a topic to carry a full story. If the 
subject is average or mundane, it needs a power-injection. The journey of Grandma’s 
dishes may be lackluster until it is told through WWII memories of loss and trauma. 

• I Dare You:  A double-dog dare, would add some suspense and tension to a story.
• High Stakes Game:  Gambling or a mega game with potential for devastation.
• Blackmail:  I know what you did.  I can expose you.
• Breach of Ethics:  From white lies to criminal activity, patient/therapist or teacher/

student boundary violations.  $$ for favors, conflicts of interest, accepting a bribe.  
Any breach can set up tension with fear of discovery and reveal seedy character.

• Cold Threats:  I know where you live.  I know where your children go to school.  
Pictures of you... Someone is watching.  Someone knows all about you.

• POV:  Changing point of view, e.g., from a distant 3rd person retelling of a tale to a 
more intimate and immediate 1st person POV can add a bit of power to a story (or 
finding the perfect POV to maximize tension.)  

• Temporal Tense:  Try shifting from past tense recollections to a present tense 
inclusion of the reader in the experience as the story unfolds.

• Show-Don’t-Tell:  Sick of this phrase?  I know, try to get over it. There is much 
tension to be gained by taking something out of ‘journalistic’ descriptive narrative 
and ‘showing’ it via fresh example or by placing it into a scene with action and 
dialogue.

Tension, Tension, Tension: Part II     
by: Sharyl Heber
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More elusive but critically important:
• A Fresh Perspective:  Quirky, offbeat, distinctive… Peculiarity alone can’t carry a 

story but the lack of it may diminish or sink the piece. Have we heard this 
narrative, this word configuration, author voice, or point of view a hundred times 
before? Writer-Manager-Creative Consultant, Rachel Gordon, describes this pitfall 
in a brilliant power-phrase, “Typing up common knowledge commonly.” I love this 
caution. It hangs like a warning skeleton at the drawbridge to my creative process.  
It challenges me to see and feel and write fresh. Stale sucks tension into a black 
hole.   

Insidious Tension Suckers:  Most any writing problem can slow or stop a reader’s 
flow, which sucks tension from the reading experience. Some frequent offenders below: 

• Distracting or unprofessional formatting; 
• Errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling ;
• Repeated words;  
• Unidentifiable speakers – This takes careful management.  Minimizing dialogue 

tags, recognizing when they are needed, and maximizing distinctive speech. In 
any case, we have to know who’s speaking or the moment is lost; 

• Unclear or confusing narrative descriptions ; 
• Long, bulky sentences;
• Excessive or confusing use of pronouns—She, she, she repeated or, which she in 

the scene—Gladys, Mona or Trudy?; 
• Adverbs—‘ly’ words.  “One per chapter allowed,” she said begrudgingly.  (One 

might be too many.);
• Inactive verbs – Is, was, were, has, had, have been etc. Which is more powerful?;  

Willy was on the corner or, Willy vomited on the corner (or danced, raged, sulked, 
paced...)  Active verbs show-don’t-tell;      

• Overwriting—Excessive or flowery prose; 
• Awkward phrasing;  
• Mixing past and present tense erroneously;
• Shifting point of view (POV) erroneously;
• Tentative, equivocating phrasing – Maybe, almost, kind of, its like, I think, might 

be, could have, sort of, sometimes, can possibly... These drain power;
• Dependent clauses—Because her bed lay next to the open window, he was able to 

climb in and murder her.  That formal structure is distancing and better suited to 
non-fiction. 
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Review of May Meeting
A critique group Terry Sanville took place from 5:15pm to 

6:15pm.  Three Nightwriters presented fictional pieces of work. Terry 
discussed the pros and cons of time stamps, pieces of information that 
anchor a story into a moment of time. Use caution when referencing 
something making headlines today, it may fade from memory 
tomorrow. I imagine our generation will always remember 9/11 but 
will we remember as vividly the day Bruce Jenner recent 
announcement or the David Letterman’s last episode?

Susan Tuttle led a round table on Point of View (POV), a position 
or standpoint from which something is observed or considered. A story 
is written from a straight point of view when a single character narrates 
the entire story from their own perspective. When Susan taught straight point of view in my 
writing class, she asked us to write the same story three times, from the perspective of three 
different characters. I wrote a story about a homeless man with dementia taking off his shirt 
while his long-suffering wife looked on. I learned so much from doing this assignment. 
While I ended up writing the story from the point of view I originally intended, I was able to 
write a much richer story after walking around in the shoes of the other two characters. 
Great exercise, Susan.

By Jan Alarcon

Does my memoir need tension?  Yes!  I would make a distinction between journal and 
memoir.  In my journal, I recount events, feelings, conversations etc. for my eyes and my heart 
only.  I live the material so there is no mandate to flesh it out in any particular way. I keep it under 
my bed.  When I call it memoir and pull it out for others to see, I’m now compelled to draw the 
reader in and keep them reading. I’m now telling a story.  Stories are drama, which require crafting 
tension. Considering the bullet points above may help.  

Grammatically Correct ~ Dramatically Inept. I made this ditty up and staple-gunned it to 
my forehead when I discovered my pages riddled with the inactive verb, ‘was.’ It’s a concept that 
applies to other tension-sucking pitfalls too. Is the story grammatically correct? Sure, but where’s 
the drama? Drama and tension are soul mates. MasterWriter Thesaurus offers these alternatives to 
the word dramatic: Vivid, potent, meaningful, moving, forceful, effective, startling, thrilling, 
expressive...  

Picture books are not exempt. Each of the musings above can be adjusted for genre. When 
the piece is bland or flat, we can rework it. We’re writers.  We rewrite. We craft oomph!
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serious turning inward toward the life of the 
imagination, and that means, I’m afraid that (TV) 
must go. Reading takes time, and the glass teat takes 
too much of it.”

Got to go now, in search of my OFF button.

Until next month,
Jan Alarcon

During the general meeting Teri Bayus discussed the 
importance of a social media presence, even before you publish 
your first novel. Writing a great book is just part of the 
equation, your social media platform is where readers will get 
to know you, find out about what you’re writing, and could 
determine the success of your book sales.  Teri gives great 
examples of how to use social media on her website http://
www.teribayus.com/. Teri’s style is so approachable and 
relatable. Teri, your enthusiasm about life is contagious. 

This month I read On Writing by Stephen King. It is as 
good as they say it is. I was stuck by King’s admonishment to 
turn off the TV. He wonders how serious you are about 
becoming a writer if you are dependent on watching TV while 
you work or exercise. “You must be prepared to do some 

http://www.teribayus.com/
http://www.teribayus.com/
http://www.teribayus.com/
http://www.teribayus.com/
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Great Beginnings Needs You!
NW Wordsmiths is looking for a writer (or group of writers) who would like to 
submit a monthly column for our Great Beginnings department. This is 
information for writers just starting out, as well as a refresher for those of us who 
have been around for a while. This is a great way to get publishing credits (the 
newsletter has a circulation of about 250 each month) while honing your writing 
skills. We’re looking for around 400-500 words on technique, writing skills, 
publishing, marketing, social media—any subject on writing for those starting out. 
See Great Beginnings in each newsletter to get an idea of what’s being done. Then email 
your submissions to: aim2write@yahoo.com with NW Newsletter in the subject line.
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Getting to Know NightWriter Members

Spotlight On...

Destry Ramey

Q: Who are you?  
A: Destry Ramey, Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, International Children’s Author, 
Animal Rescue and Children’s Literacy Advocate

Q: Who is your greatest inspiration?
A: I have been blessed to be inspired by my optimistic father, adventurous son and 
the love and loyalty of the canines in my life.

Q: Do you have a blog?
A: I do have a blog, however, I admit I seldom use it; I use Facebook more. I prefer 
writing to marketing.

Q: What is your favorite book, movie, or play?
Jane Austin is my favorite author and Pride and Prejudice is my favorite movie. Ms. 
Saigon is my favorite operetta.

Q: What genre do you like to write?
My previous books published are Children’s Picture Books.  My 4th book is an Early 
Chapter Book with several Illustrations, to be released for the Holidays. 

Q: Tell us about your favorite story/article/essay that you have written.
 A: I write with my heart, so my stories involve someone or something that has had 
a profound influence on my life. My story about My Dad, Jack, published in the 
Tolosa Press Anthology, is one of my favorites and most emotional.

Q: Tell us more about your latest project.
The Brown Paper Bag, the 4th book in The Adventures of Hunter and Ramona Pug 
Series, goes to the publisher July 1, 2015. It is based on the true story of an 

by: Mike Price
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Q: How does NightWriters help you? 
A: It is nearly impossible to express how special and wonderful my SLO NightWriter 
friends and peers are to me. They are there; always and without hesitation, when I need 
them most, both personally and professionally. When I was hospitalized in San Diego 
for 8 months, my room became an object of art. My friend taped the numerous cards 

abandoned puppy, who meets the pugs and turns her 
obstacles into opportunities. The book encourages children 
to rescue abused, neglected and abandoned animals.

Q: Do you have a day job?
A: Writing is my day job since I am retired as a Pediatric 
Nurse Practitioner. However, I do not know how I would 
fit any more into my incredibly active life, which includes 
volunteering and a significant amount of travel.

Q: How does your family support you in your writing?   
A: My family has been extremely supportive. When my 
illustrator was unable to meet the deadline for my 4th 
book, my son promptly found me an incredibly talented 
illustrator who did meet my deadline. With my permission, 
my son donated a set of my books to a major Horse Rescue 
event in Mexico. I was extremely surprised when I learned 
that, following my son’s presentation, my books brought in 
the third largest auction bid for the evening.

and feathers generously sent by SLO Nightwriter members, on my wall. This wallpaper 
became the daily feast of encouragement and support to my eyes.

Q: How do you handle rejection letters? 
A: To me, a rejection is only a speed bump with the opportunity to grow. Charles R. 
Swindoll said it well: “Life is 10% what happens to us and 90% how we respond to it.” 
My cancer challenges opened the door to writing my first children’s book, which 
became a series, with proceeds benefiting children’s literacy and animal rescue. 

Q: Tell us something surprising about yourself.
I love adventure and travel. I have skydived, windsurfed and walked inside the 
steepest steeple in Ecuador without railings.

Destry Ramey and Feather, 
Star of Destry’s upcoming 

new book.
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Q: Besides writing, what are your other hobbies?
A: I love theater, reading, hiking, piano and spending time with my Grandpugs and new 
little rescue, Feather. I treasure each moment of every day, especially with family, friends 
and the special canines in my life.

Thank you, Destry, for stepping into the Spotlight. Good luck on all of your 
adventures and endeavors.

How Not To Start Your Novel
! Here’s some great advice from literary agents, the ones who spend their day sifting 
through inboxes and slush piles, on what to avoid when you’re starting your novel:
1. False Beginnings: I don’t like it when the main character dies at the end of Chapter One. I 

feel cheated. (Cricket Freeman, The August Agency); I dislike opening scenes that you 
think are real, then the protagonist wakes up. It makes me feel cheated. (Laurie McLean, 
Foreword Literary)

2. Sci-Fi Goofs: A sci-fi [or any genre] novel that spends the first two pages describing the 
strange landscape. (Chip MacGregor, MacGregor Agency)

3. Prologues: I prefer to find myself in the midst of a moving plot on page one rather than 
being kept outside of it, or eased into it. (Michelle Andelman, Regal Literary); Most agents 
hate prologues. Just make the first chapter relevant and well written. (Andrea Brown, 
Andrea Brown Literary Agency); Prologues are usually a lazy way to give back-story 
chunks to the reader and can be handled with more finesse throughout the story. Damn 
the prologue, full speed ahead! (Laurie McLean)

4. Exposition and Description: When an author features too much exposition—when they go 
beyond what is necessary for simply ‘setting the scene.’ Find a good balance between 
exposition and mystery. The unknown is what propels us to read further. (Peter Miller, 
PMA Literary and Film Management); The [adjective] [adjective] sun rose in the 
[adjective] [adjective] sky, shedding its [adjective] light across the [adjective] [adjective] 
[adjective] land. (Chip MacGregor); Endless laundry list character descriptions. Work it 
into the story. (Laurie McLean)

5. Starting Too Slowly: Characters moving around, essentially doing nothing—washing 
dishes & thinking, staring out the window & thinking, tying shoes & thinking. (Dan 
Lazar, Writers House); ‘First day of school’ beginnings, ‘from the beginning of time’ or 



NW  WORDSMITHS     JUNE 2015

 22

A Writer’s Process
Tales of the Titmouse by Pamela Barrett

Q: Tales of the Titmouse is a memoir of your interesting and 
turbulent youth, and your equally interesting coming of age. Could you 
tell us why you came to write this memoir?

A:  I kept meeting worried parents whose children were using 
drugs, and I would tell them about how I had stopped using. Many of 
these parents were my clients in the salons I’ve worked at over the years, 
and some knew me from church.  Later I worked with young teens as a 
youth minister and I wanted them to hear the truth about drugs and 

by: Liz Roderick

‘once upon a time’—a chapter one in which nothing happens (Jessica Regel, Foundry 
Literary + Media)

6. Bad Crime Start: Someone squinting into the sunlight with a hangover. (Chip MacGregor)
7. Fantasy Cliches: An opening set in a battle where I don’t know any of the characters, or a 

pastoral scene with the protagonist gathering herbs, very common. (Kirstin Nelson, Nelson 
Literary)

8. Voice: Too much telling vs showing (Emily Sylvan Kim, Prospect Agency); Purple prose 
descriptions that have nothing to do with the story. (Cherry Weiner, Cherry Weiner Literary); 
A cheesy hook. There’s fine line between an intriguing hook and one that’s just silly. (Danla 
Lazar); Blatantly introducing the character with “My name is...” (Michelle Andelman); 
Creating an interesting character described in a compelling way who turns out to be an 
unimportant bit player. (Ellen Pepus, Signature Literary Agency)

9. Characters and Backstory: Characters who are too perfect come across as unrelatable and 
boring. (Laura Bradford, Bradford Literary Agency); Expressing the character’s backstory 
before getting to the plot. Get right to the plot. (Adam Chromy, Moveable Type 
Management); Opening with the protagonist’s mental reflection of the situation before 
starting the story (Stephany Evans, FinePrint Literary Management); The ‘information 
dump’ in the first few pages... let readers find out the character’s personality and life details 
over time. (Rachelle Gardner, Books & Such Literary)

10. Miscellaneous: In romance, a woman who wakes to find a strange man in her bedroom and 
she’s attracted to him. So unrealistic. (Kristin Nelson); A rape scene in a Christian novel in 
the first chapter. (Chip MacGregor)
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alcohol before they got addicted.  It breaks my heart to see kids throw their life away just to 
get high.  I knew my story would open their eyes and start conversations about how it could 
affect them.  They would see all the players involved: from the growers, to the smugglers; 
from the excitement of traveling and meeting interesting people that lured me, to the dark 
underbelly of the drug world where people die so that they can get high.  

 
Q: Many memoirists or aspiring memoirists struggle with the question of how many 

details of the story they can change, and still call it a memoir. It worries some that they can’t 
recall every detail of certain conversations, while others will completely reconstruct events, 
even combining different incidents or changing details altogether in order to smooth the 
narrative arc. How did you deal with this issue? I know you kept journals; how much of the 
book is taken directly from them?

A: I struggled with this too.  Yes I had journals, one in particular which I mentioned in 
chapter 1 that I wrote by changing names, places and incidents in case we got caught. I also 
had songs I’d written and other creative writing I’d done during that time. So I had reference 
points to go back to, and I made sure my timeline was correct by researching everything that 
happened such as the dates when the war in Vietnam ended, or the elections in Mexico etc. 
What was an interesting process was starting chapter 1: I wanted to grab the readers’ 
attention, so it starts 8 months into my story, and it took me 8 chapters to get back there.  I 
wrote the chapter called Mexican Chocolate as a creative writing assignment. The kitchen 
scene happened but I took creative license when I rewrote it, putting the parts together: 
picking up the load from the Indians, our near car accident and then weaving it into other 
miracles that had happened in my family to show how hidden things can become our 
undoing. Each incident was true even though I tweaked the timeline.

Q: Did you worry about offending or hurting people that were mentioned in your 
memoir? If so, how did you deal with that issue?

A: Yes especially my mom, her friends, and my step-siblings. It is one thing to tell dark 
secrets about myself: ripping the mask off, but telling family secrets was one of the reasons I 
kept putting it away. But I felt God kept urging me to pick it up and to finish. A few things 
helped me with that, first my mom encouraged me to write it and then she read it; she was a 
published writer and a great storyteller, and she did some of the editing before she died. This 
leads to the next thing: like time, death is the great equalizer. After people pass on, the worry 
about offending them goes away. 

At first, I was also worried about someone from the past coming after me.  Also, for 
those who knew me back then, I gave a disclaimer in the introduction letting them know that 
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I realized they might not remember it the same way I did. Then there was also the problem of 
writing about some of the famous people I met. So, I got in contact with a literary attorney in 
Los Angeles to discuss just what is considered slander, what could get me sued, and what is 
public domain?  

Another interesting thing is that I had to talk to a district attorney about the possibility 
of getting arrested for dealing or drug trafficking.  Good thing I waited so long to publish 
because there is a statute of limitations. 

Q: How long did it take you to write Tales of the Titmouse?
A: About 20 years for the first draft which was only part 1 and 2. Then a few years 

polishing, rewriting, adding part 3 and getting editors. Then there were a few intense months 
with the (self) publishing company. I used Outskirts Press, and they interviewed me and 
scrambled to run it past their own attorneys.  

Q: What is your writing process or routine to get writing done?
A:  I write in the mornings, and jot things down throughout the day. I hand write in 

big lined notebooks and then transfer it to my computer.

Q: What is your editing process?
A:  Edit, edit, edit. Read it out loud, give it a cool off time, re-read it out loud. Send it 

to a friend, or family members to see if they catch anything. Join a writers group that you feel 
safe to share in, and then get an editor to help you. This is really important for every writer, 
but especially for anyone who self-publishes. I paid an editor, Jeannette Morris, to help me 
when I finished the first draft and knew I wanted to publish. Then my mom helped, because 
she knew me so well, she pointed things out that I had forgotten; and finally Outskirts Press 
had their own editors for final polishing and formatting. 

Q: Did you pitch the book to agents or editors before self-publishing? Why or why 
not?

A:  Early on I went to a Christian writer’s conference to pitch the idea; at that time they 
only wanted memoirs from people who were famous. Later I contacted some agents, and a 
publisher, but I realized that I didn’t fit any of the standard slots. It wasn’t Christian enough 
for religious publishers and it was too Christian for mainstream publishers. Also I heard that 
if it didn’t sell enough copies, then they could shelf it indefinitely. I wanted a book to hand to 
distraught parents that needed hope, but I didn’t want a garage full of books. So when I 
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is that he does all types of art from small mono prints, to huge oil paintings. And his 
paintings and illustrations are funny, complex, thought-provoking and edgy. I love how he 
captured the intent of Tales of the Titmouse and how it turned out like a little piece of art 
when the publishers wrapped it around the front and back of the book. He recently had 
his art used for the cover of a newly-released album.  In this county he has participated in 
I Madonari and some group shows for Opening Minds. John suffered a brain injury as a 
child which left him with learning disabilities and he will probably never read my writing, 
unless I read it to him, and yet he is a storyteller in his own right. 

Thank you, Pam, for telling us about your memoir, which is available on 
Amazon.com for both Kindle and in print: http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss/
191-1507223-9587849?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=tales+of+the+titmouse

make sure you set up a book release party and venues to talk about 
your book. Give key people your book to review and have them 
add tags so that people can find it under different subjects.  Tags 
for mine are: drugs, addiction, inspirational, recovery, and so on. 

Q: Your husband’s wonderful artwork is on the cover of 
your book. Could you tell us a little about him and his work?

A: John Barrett is an undiscovered gem on the Central 
Coast. Here he is mostly known for his cartoons of dachshunds: 
Wiener dogs put in comical situations. And also his pastels which 
are beautiful flower bouquets.  But what most people don’t know 

found that with Outskirts Press I could buy as many books as I wanted, and pay $25 a year 
to keep it in publication then that was perfect for me. 

Q: Tell us about your self-publishing journey in general. Are there any marketing 
tips or wisdom you can give us?

A:  Self-publishing is great if you want to keep all the rights to your work, and you 
don’t mind promoting yourself. Marketing is the key and I haven’t got it down yet.  But 
here’s what I have done: blog (sistergilby.blogspot.com), a Facebook author’s page, Twitter 
account (2b4recovery), and an Amazon author’s page where I can sell Tales of the 
Titmouse books and kindle editions all over the world. As a bonus, because I reviewed 
books that I bought on Amazon, they contacted me to review for them through the vine 
program. Then I joined Goodreads, Librarything, Shelfari and the Reading Room. The 
most important thing is to link all these accounts together. Before your book comes out 

https://www.myidentifiers.com/
https://www.myidentifiers.com/
https://www.myidentifiers.com/
https://www.myidentifiers.com/
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GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

10 Tips From William Zinsser
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! Some quotes from the author of On Writing Well (which we all should have on our 
bookshelves), who died on May 24 at age 92, on how to do it well:
1. Don’t make lazy word choices: “Develop a respect for words and a curiosity about their 

shades of meaning...take time to root around and find the ones you want.”
2. Avoid jargon and big words: “Clear thinking becomes clear writing; one can’t exist without 

the other. It’s impossible for a muddy writer to write good English.”
3. Writing is hard work: “A clear sentence is no accident. Very few sentences come out right the 

first time, or even the third time. Remember this in moments of despair. If you find that 
writing is  hard, it’s because it is hard.”

4. Write in the first person: “Writing is an intimate transaction between two people, conducted 
on paper, and it will go well to the extent that it retains its humanity.”

5. The more you keep in first person and true to yourself, the sooner you will find your style: 
“Sell yourself, and your subject will exert its own appeal. Believe in your own identity and 
your own opinions. Writing is an act of ego, and you might as well admit it.”

6. Don’t ask who your audience is... you are the audience: “You are writing primarily to 
please yourself, and if you go about it with enjoyment you will also entertain the readers 
who are worth writing for.”

7. Study both the masters and your contemporaries: “Writing is learned by imitation. If 
anyone asked me how I learned to write, I’d say I learned by reading the men and women 
who were doing the kind of writing I wanted to do and trying to figure out how they did it.”

8.  The Thesaurus is your friend: “The Thesaurus is to the writer 
what a rhyming dictionary is to the songwriter—a reminder of all 
the choices—and you should use it with gratitude. If, having 
found the scalawag and the scapegrace, you want to know how 
they differ, then to to the dictionary.”

9. Read everything you write out loud for sound and rhythm: 
“Good writers of prose must be part poet, always listening to 
what they write.”

10. Don’t ever believe you are going to write anything definitive: 
“Decide what corner of your subject you’re going to bite off, and 
be content to cover it well and stop.”

11.
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President:  Andrea Chmelik
Secretary: Sharyl Heber
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Tia Araminta
Publicity Director: Randy Ross
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Coordinator: *Position Open
Social Media Coordinator: Andrea Chmelik
Writers’ Workshops Coordinator: *Position Open
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Sharyl Heber
Welcome Committee: Hanje Richards
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Sharyl Heber, Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Sharyl Heber
Hospitality Chair: *Position Open

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: June 9th, at United Church of Christ 
Meeting Hall, 11245 Los Osos Valley Road, San Luis 
Obispo. General meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table 
presentations start at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do her best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
! ! ! liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:!! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to 
publish, we’ll help you with ideas to improve 
your writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS. 
Moderator:" " Mark Ruszczyzky

! ! ! zsur@aol.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each session, 
then analyzed according to the objective of the 
day’s goal. Based on writing exercises designed 
to jump-start the creative process (gleaned from 
a variety of published authors), these sessions 
take writers through the process of writing 
fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who want 
to learn the process of crafting a well-told story 
while developing their own voice and style. We 
explore such topics as ideas, character, story arc, 
tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, resolution, 
writing mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly 
fee involved for this class to cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Contact:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (gleaned from a variety 
of published authors), these sessions take 
writers through the process of writing fiction 
from inception of idea to the final resolution. 
This group is for all fiction/non-fiction writers 
who want to learn the process of crafting a well-
told story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc. There is a 
small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Anne Allen share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! !        Anne Allen, 528-1006

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully committed 
to helping one another craft material in the 
chosen genres with helpful critiques and 
encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Moderator:!! Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets every other Thursday from 10:00 
am-12:00 noon at the Atascadero Library, 
preceded by “a bit of socializing, for those so 
inclined” at the Starbucks by Vons. Fiction, 
creative non-fiction, short and book length 
writers of moderate to advanced level comprise 
the group. CURRENTLY FULL —NOT OPEN 
TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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